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National
Teaching
School

Oakwood Academy
Chatsworth Road | Ellesmere Park | Eccles | Manchester M30 9DY

Email: enquiries@oakwoodacademy.co.uk
Reception: 0161 921 2880

18 December 2018

Haines Watts
Bridge House
Ashley Road
Hale
Altrincham
Cheshire
WA14 2UT

Dear Sirs
Response to audit findings report

We confirm receipt of your audit findings report in respect of our audit for the period ended 31
August 2018. We acknowledge the contents therein and confirm that action will be taken in respect
of the following points:

First point as made in the Audit findings and recommendations:

Mr N Goulding had not declared all directorships/interests.

Management Response:

Agreed that this would have occurred at the next available meeting to address this. All governors are
requested to provide the business and pecuniary interests form at the start of the meeting.
Unfortunately, it is believed that Mr Goulding did not declare all directorships as he assumed as they
were unrelated to Oakwood Academy, that therefore they were not relevant. As this is not the case,
this would have been addressed however, Mr Goulding has since tendered his resignation so this
will not be able to be rectified at this time.

Second Point as made in the Audit findings and recommendations:

Instances noted of order for purchases on the business charge car being printed but not the actual
invoice and therefore unable to confirm the value and check the VAT..

Management Response:

Agreed: this has been followed up and instructions given to the finance assistant to ensure that the
correct paperwork is printed off under these circumstances. The paperwork relates specifically to
orders placed with Asda and orders are now printed off with the total breakdown of costs.

Third Point as made in the Audit findings and recommendations:

It was noted that there was an instance of spending on a hotel cost for the Executive Principal to
stay at a hotel closer to school during the OFSTED inspection rather than travelling home at a cost
of £181 for two nights. The cost is trivial however audit would advise that the school considers value
for money where one off costs are concerned.
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Teaching
School

Oakwood Academy
Chatsworth Road | Ellesmere Park | Eccles | Manchester M30 9DY

Email: enquiries@oakwoodacademy.co.uk
Reception: 0161 921 2880

Management Response:

Agreed: it was explained that this is normally the case but due to the fact that Ofsted were visiting
the next day, on this occasion, the availability of hotel rooms was quite limited due to timing and
therefore the most convenient had to be chosen.

Fourth Point:

Signatures for processing are not being added to the new employee forms. Recommended that the
procedure is followed to ensure all new employee forms are reviewed.

Management Response:

Agreed: There is a specific form that is completed after the appointment has been completed and
this is retained within the personnel folder. This is verified by the lead interviewer directly after the
interview.

Yours faithfully

ML\

Amanda Nicholson (NLE)
Accounting officer
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